BETTER  THAN  EVER 


The 


Epworth  League 
Reading  Course 

For  1897-98  *  * 


FOUR  ATTRACTIVE  BOOKS  BOUND  UNIFORMLY  IN 
CLOTH,  AND  PUT  UP  IN  A  BOX,  WILL  BE 
SENT,  POSTPAID,  TO  ANY  ADDRESS 
IN  CANADA  FOR  $2.00. 


1 


N  1 895,!420Fsets  of  the  Reading:  Course  were  sold. 
In  J896,  the  number  rose  to  f,000.    This  year  ar- 
rangements have  been  made  for  2,000  sets*  «st 
Epworth  Leaguers  and  other  reading;  members  of  the 
Church  wi:lt  we  trust,  purchase  every  one  of  them. 


Now  Ready 
Send  for  Them 


MONTREAL  ', 


TORONTO,  ONT.: 

WILLIAM  BKIGGS 

29-33  Richmond  St.  West 


C.  W.  COATES 


S.  V.  HUESTIS 


The  Books. 


REAT  care  has  been  taken  in  the  selection  of  the  books  for  the 
Epworth  League  Gourse  of  1897-98.  The  aim  was  to  secure 
books  that  would  not  only  be  instructive  and  entertaining,  but 
which  would  be  suggestive,  providing  material  for  interesting 
conversations  and  discussions  in  the  Reading  Circle.  Recog- 
nizing the  fact  that  the  Epworth  League  is  a  religious  organization,  an 
effort  has  been  made  to  obtain  volumes  that  would  stimulate  the  young 
people  to  higher  and  better  living,  to  greater  usefulness  in  Christian  ser- 
vice, and  to  a  keener  appreciation  and  better  understanding  of  the  Scriptures. 

The  Committee  believe  that  these  objects  have  been  realized  in  the 
course  chosen  for  this  year. 


L  The  Social  Law  of  Service,  *  & 


by  Prof.  Richard  T.  Ely,  who  is  well  known  as  the 
foremost  writer  on  social  questions  in  America.  He 
was  born  in  Ripley,  N.Y..  in  1S54,  and  now  occu- 
pies a  Professorship  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 


Dr. 


Ely  has  written  a  number  of  books  which  have 
commanded  widespread  attention,  but  his  latest  work 
on  "The  Social  Law  of  Service"  is  regarded  as  the 
cream  of  his  thought  in  the  field  of  social  and  religious 
activity.  One  of  the  papers  says  that  "  it  is  destined 
to  act  as  a  mediator,  interpreter  and  guide  to  the 
thousands  of  young  and  old  Christians  who  are  ready 
and  anxious  to  know  'what  to  do'  to  fulfil  the  social 
and  religious  ends  for  which  they  were  created." 

This  book  deals  with  the  social  questions  of  the 
day  from  the  standpoint  of  Christianity,  and  has 
been  written  specially  for  young  people.  It  is,  there- 
fore, free  from  dryness,  and  is  not  burdened  with 
technicalities. 

It  is  indeed  an   ideal   volume  for  an  Epworth 


.  .  ,  WHAT  IS  SAID  OF  IT  .  .  . 


It  is  not  an  elaborate  and  technical  discussion  of  the  subject  of  economics,  but 
a  brief  and  popular  putting  of  th«  grand  facts  and  principl  s  of  social  science,  and 
.  .  .  of  the  social  teachings  of  Christ. — Methodist  Herald,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Prof.  Ely  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  success  of  "The  Social  Law  of  Service." 
It  will  help  the  sale  of  the  Reading  Course  among  our  own  \oung  people,  and  will 
commend  the  Reading  Course  to  the  whole  reading  world. — Epworth  Herald. 

For  young  people  who  should  be  introduced  to  the  study  of  our  social  problems, 
we  do  not  know  of  a  safer,  truer  or  more  illuminating  book. — The  Kingdom. 

The  book  is  thoroughly  Christian,  as  well  as  scientific.  The  chapters  are  packed 
with  meaning,  and  will  hear  a  second  reading.— Eton's  Herald. 


II.  With  the  Poets.  j»  j» 


Nothing 
imagined. 
League. 


Believing  that  some  attention  should  be  given  to  the 
great  poets,  Dean  Farrar's  "With  the  Poets''  has 
been  placed  on  the  course  for  this  year.  It  is  a  collec- 
tion of  poems  from  English  authors,  and  includes 
choice  selections  from  Shakespeare,  Spenser,  Milton, 
Johnson,  Pope,  Thomson,  Gray,  Goldsmith,  Cowper, 
Burns,  Wordsworth,  Coleridge,  Southey,  Thos.  Moore, 
Sir  Walter  Scott,  Browning,  Hemans,  etc.,  etc. 

The  fact  that  the  book  has  been  edited  by  DeanFarrar 
is  a  guarantee  that  the  selections  have  been  made  with 
great  discrimination  and  good  taste.  Dean  Farrar 
is  perhaps  better  known  as  "  Archdeacon  Farrar." 
He  was  born  August  7th,  1831,  and  before  entering 
the  ministry  was  a  teacher  at  Harrow.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  was,  perhaps,  the  most  popular  and  eloquent 
of  the  canons  of  Westminster.  A  short  time  ago  he 
was  appointed  Dean  of  Canterbury. 

He  is  a  man  of  large  mind  and  generous-hearted 
catholicity  of  spirit. 
Reading  Course  than  this  volume  of  poetry  could  be 
It  will  furnish  many  choice  pieces  for  recitation  in  the  Reading  Circle  and  the 


DEAN  FARRAR. 

more  suitable 


IIL  Architects  of  Fate,  * 


culti< 


DR.  O.  S.  MARDEN. 

''  One  Unwavering 


by  Dr.  0.  S.  Marden,  author  of  "Pushing  to  the 
Front,"  "Tact,  Push  and  Principle,"  etc.,  who  is  one 
of  the  most  successful  writers  of  books  on  character 
building,  his  writings  having  been  widely  circulated 
in  England  and  America. 

Dr.  Marden  is  a  unique  illustration  of  his  own 
books.  He  was  orphaned  at  the  age  of  three  years 
and  '•  bound  out,"  after  the  old  New  England  custom, 
in  the  New  Hampshire  backwoods,  twenty-four  miles 
from  a  railroad,  working  early  and  late,  enduring  all 
manner  of  deprivations,  and  shut  out  from  all  advan- 
tages of  education. 

A  remark  of  his  guardian's  wife,  when  he  was 
twenty-one  years  old,  stirred  in  him  a  resolute  pur- 
pose. "  You  will  never  amount  to  anything,"  she 
said,  and  forthwith  he  proceeded  to  disprove  it.  He 
worked  in  a  saw-mill,  turned  bobbins  on  a  lathe, 
became  barber  and  wood  sawyer  to  get  through  Hamp- 
ton Institute. 

Though  physically  weak  and  frail,  heir  to  a  con- 
sumptive frame,  and  with  no  friends  save  those  of  his 
own  making,  he  pushed  resolutely  on,  and  finally 
graduated  from  Boston  University. 

"  Architects  of  Fate  ;  or,  Steps  to  Success  and 
Power,"  is  his  latest  and  best  work.  It  has  chapters  on 
"The  Will  and  the  Way,"  "Success  Under  Diffi- 
"  Sowing  and  Reaping,"  "  Wealth  in  Economy," 


"  Opportunities  Where  You  Are,"  etc.,  and  is  profusely  illustrated. 

♦  .  .  WHAT  IS  SAID  OF  IT .  .  . 

A  better  book  to  incite  and  direct  youth  could  scarcely  be  found.— Chicago  Inter-Ocean. 

Dr.  Marden  i*  one  of  the  few  men  of  the  generation  who  can  write  a  book  which  young-  people 
will  surely  read  when  once  they  get  it  into  their  hands,  and  which  cannot  but  help  them  to  a  noble 
manhood  and  womanhood.— Rev.  Dr.  F.  K.  Clarke,  Boston,  President  Y. P. S.C.E. 

"  Architects  of  Fate  "  is  of  great  value  for  the  encouragement  and  instruction  of  young  men 
and  women.  I  am  sure  the  future  will  show  that  there  are  in  it  the  seeds  of  many  a  successful 
career.—  Chav.ncey  M.  Depew. 

"  Architects  of  Fate  "  is  packed  from  cover  to  cover  with  the  most  stirring  examples  of  noble 
achievement  in  all  history.  It  is  as  fascinating  as  a  romance;  there  is  intense  magnetism  in 
every  page.—  Golden  Rule',  Boston. 

You  have  put  another  engine  on  the  train  to  steam  away  to  the  heights  with  carloads  of  our 
young  folk.  It  is  enough  to  stir  the  blood  of  age,  these  bugle-notes  from  those  who  have  set  the 
echoes  flying  of  "  Excelsior."  I  need  not  say,  "May  you  be  blessed  in  your  deed,"  for  "you  are 
•twice  blessed"  already.— Frances  E.  Willar'd. 


IV*  Our  Lord's  Teaching  &  * 

By  Rev.  James  Robertson,  D.D. 

The  fourth  book  of  the  Course  is  intended  to  cover  the  field  of  Bible  Study  and 
devotional  reading.  The  volume  selected,  "Our  Lord's  Teaching,"  is  one  of  the  famous. 
Scotch  Guild  Series,  and  it  has  reached  its  15th  thousand  in  circulation. 

No  subject  could  be  found  of  greater  interest  or  importance,  and  the  clear  and 
able  way  in  which  it  is  handled  by  the  author  will  make  the  book  exceedingly  helpful  to  all 
who  desire  to  understand  the  words  of  the  Great  Teacher.  "Our  Lord's  Teaching"  will 
repay  the  most  careful  study,  and  will  supply  any  amount  of  interesting  material  for  dis- 
cussion in  the  "  Reading  Circle." 

The  Literary  World  speaks  of  it  as  "most  excellent  and  timely." 


WHAT  WILL  THE  BOOKS  COST? 

The  Regular  Retail  Price  would  be:— SOCIAL  LAW  OF  SERVICE,  $1.00 

WITH  THE  POETS,  -  -  -  LOO 
ARCHITECTS  OF  FATE,  -  LOO 
OUR  LORD'S  TEACHING,  -  .75 

$3J5 

The  following  Special  Offer  is,  however,  made  by  the  Book  Steward  : 
The  Four  Books  of  the  Course  will  be  sent  to  any  address,  put  up 
in  a  neat  box,  and  postpaid  for  $2.oo. 

At  this  price  the  margin  of  profit  is  meagre,  and  the  Special  Offer  is  only 
made  with  the  expectation  that  the  whole  edition  of  2,000  sets  will  be  sold. 

Let  all  Conference,  District  and  League  Literary  Vice-Presidents  interest 
themselves  in  the  circulation  of  these  excellent  books.  :  :  :  : 

Let  every  Pastor  bring  them  to  the  attention  of  his  young  people,  and  com- 
mend them.  :  :  :  : 

Let  the  President  of  every  League  announce  the  Reading  Course  at  the  first 
well  attended  meeting  of  the  League  in  September..:  :  :  ; 


The  &  —Many  Leagues  have,  during  the  past  year,  organized  Read- 
-pv      j,  ing  Circles.   They  have  been  the  source  of  much  enjoyment  and 

JtvC3£linfy       great  profit.     The  question  of  "  how  to  spend  winter  even- 
4  ^    ings"  has  been  solved  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  The 

v^irClC*  books  are  read  at  home,  and  discussed  at  the  meetings  of  the 

Jt  Circle.    Questions  are  asked,  opinions  expressed,  and  important 

topics  discussed  in  an  informal  manner.  To  obtain  the  best 
results,  every  member  of  the  Circle  should  have  a  set  of  the  books.  To  undertake 
to  pass  one  set  of  books  around  among  half  a  dozen  members  is  an  unsatisfactory 
method,  which  should  only  be  adopted  as  a  last  resort. 

Purchase  the  books  for  yourself,  and  thus  establish  the  nucleus  of  a  library. 
If  necessary,  exercise  some  self-denial  in  order  to  make  the  volumes  your  persona! 
property. 

A  Reading  Circle  can  be  organized  and  carried  on  in  any  place  where  there  is 
ONE  PERSON  who  is  enthusiastic  about  it. 

SEND   ALL  ORDERS    FOR  THE    COURSE   TO  THE 
METHODIST    BOOK    ROOM,    TORONTO,    MONTREAL   OR  HALIFAX. 


A  Leaflet  on  "How  to  Conduct  a  Reading  Circle"  will  be  sent  on  receipt  of  a  3  cent 
postage  stamp.    Send  to  REV.  A.  C.  CREWS,  Wesley  Buildings,  Toronto,  for  this. 


